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Astra concerts continue in 2009 through the help of many

generous private supporters, following the loss of most

government funding for this year.

The season retains Astra’s characteristic mixture of old and

new, choral and instrumental music — presented on a reduced

scale, but including a guest concert at the Australian National

Academy of Music, as well as two programs from younger

contemporary P erformers.

Framing the series in May and December, the Astra Choir
performs in two of Melbourne’s spectacular acoustic
spaces. The season opens at the restored Carmelite Church
in Middle Park, where recent and older settings of William
Blake and Friedrich Ruickert provide a visionary context

for a 15th-century Ockeghem Mass and its contemporary
re-working.

Two concerts in May and September offer the
opportunity to hear performers of a new generation, each
presented over two days in the intimate environment of
Eleventh Hour Theatre in Fitzroy. Two pairs of pianists/
keyboardists engage in a dialogue of repertoire and new
material, reinterpreting the culture of their instruments.

In August two of Australia’s leading performers, Miwako
Abe and Michael Kieran Harvey give an unusual violin and
piano recital with the addition of outstanding clarinettist
Craig Hill and the Astra Choir. The music explores varied
terrain, from an early Sonata by Keith Humble (published
as a score in conjunction with the concert) to premiere
performances of works by Martin Friedel and Allan Walker
- set against a background of Alban Berg and American
composers.

In October Astra presents a guest program at the
invitation of the Australian National Academy of Music
at South Melbourne Town Hall. The concert forms part of
ANAM's rich and inventive Haydn/Ligeti series in 2009. %
String and wind ensembles from the Academy musicians *
join the Astra Choir in a spectrum of works from the two
composers, whose active, questing textures of mind can
converse across centuries.
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CONCERT 1

5 PM, SUNDAY 17 MAY
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
corner Richardson and Wright Streets, Middle Park

friedrich riickert / william blake

Richard Strauss, CREATION AT REST (Deutsche Motette) (1913)
Bo Holten, Blake choruses from THE MARRIAGE OF
HEAVEN AND HELL (1995)

with

Ockeghem MISSA CUIUSVIS TONI (15th ¢)
Hufschmidt OCKEGHEM CONTRAFACTUR (1973)
Mahler, Schumann, Dorian Le Gallienne, Cindy John

The Astra Choir and soloists Merlyn Quaife, Hana Crisp,
Timothy Reynolds and Jerzy Kozlowski
conducted by John McCaughey

CONCERT 2 {2 PERFORMANCES}
6 PM SATURDAY 30 & SUNDAY 31 MAY
Eleventh Hour Theatre,

170 Leicester Street, Fitzroy
NEW VOICES IN 2 x 2 HANDS (1):

peter de jager / peter dumsday

pianos, harpsichords

ACTIONS AND REPERCUSSIONS:

Louis Andriessen, Andrew Byrne (1st performance),

Bach arr Reger, Peter De Jager (ist performance),

Frescobaldi, Planet X arr Dumsday (1st performance), Prokoviev,
Radiohead arr O'Riley.
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CONCERT 3

5 PM SUNDAY 30 AUGUST
Lithuanian House,
44 Errol Street, North Melbourne

miwako abe / michael kieran harvey
violin and piano
with craig hill clarinet

Martin Friedel NEW WORK FOR VIOLIN AND PIANO (2009)
1st performance

Allan Walker SONGS AND DANCES (2008-9) 1st performance

Keith Humble SONATA FOR VIOLIN AND PIANO (1950)

Alban Berg ADAGIO (1925), ‘Hier ist Friede’ from ALTENBERG
SONGS (1912)

and works by

Johanna Beyer, Ralph Shapey, Stefan Wolpe

with the Astra Choir conducted by John McCaughey

CONCERT 4 {2 PERFORMANCES}

6 PM SATURDAY 19 & SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
Eleventh Hour Theatre,

170 Leicester Street, Fitzroy

NEW VOICES IN 2 x 2 HANDS (l1):

joy lee / sonya lifschitz

pianos, organs

CELESTIAL AND EARTHLY:
Bach, George Crumb, Faenza Codex, Donald Martino,
Martinu, Messiaen, Frederic Rzewski



GUEST CONCERT

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC
8 PM, THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER

ANAM, South Melbourne Town Hall

210 Bank Street, South Melbourne

haydn / ligeti

Haydn, STRING QUARTET Op. 20, No. 2 (1722)

Ligeti, SIX BAGATELLES for wind quintet (1953),
HOLDERLIN FANTASIES (1982)

Haydn, Ligeti, and Ligeti arr Julian Yu: choral songs,

bagatelles and canons

Musicians from the Academy
The Astra Choir with Kim Bastin (piano) conducted by
John McCaughey

Tickets for this concert are available through Ticketmaster
or in person at the box—office ANAM, South Melbourne Town

Hall on the evening of the performance.

CONCERT §

6 PM SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER

Northcote Town Hall,

corner High Street and Westbourne Grove

liszt / schoenberg

Franz Liszt, ESZTERGOMI CREDO (from Missa Solemnis) (1856)
Arnold Schoenberg, DREIMAL TAUSEND JAHRE (1949),
DE PROFUNDIS (1950)

with works by
Galina Ustwolskaja, Christian Petrescu

The Astra Choir and soloists with Tristram Williams (trumpet)
and chamber ensemble conducted by John McCaughey
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Join our email list

Astra has expanded the way we provide information
about our annual season program, individual concerts
and Astra discs and publications.

We now regularly send out updates via email, in an
effort to reduce costs and wastage.

If you would like to receive updates please send us an
email with the subject title ‘Astra email list’".

Please email us atastra@connexus.net.au
With thanks

Bobbie Hodge
Astra Manager

Subscribe and/or become a member

astra@connexus.net.au

www.astramusic.org.au

SUBSCRIPTION (20% discount)
5 Concert Package: Full $120, Conc. $60
3 Concert Package: Full $72, Conc. $36

MEMBERSHIP (prices include GST)
Full $30, Conc. $15*
* Concession includes low income earners, arts workers

and seniors.

Name

Address
e PoOSTCOd.

TelBH: Tel AH:

Email:
Subscription Full or Conc? $

PAYMENT Tick appropriate box/es
[J Cheque/money order payable to Astra Chamber
Music Society

Please send this form withyour payment to:
Astra Chamber Music Society

PO Box 365

North Melbourne 3051



Astra Chamber Music Society

(Inc.) ABN 41255197 577

PO Box 365, North Melbourne 3051, Victoria
Tel: 03 9326 5424

Email: astra@connexus.net.au

Website: www.astramusic.org.au

Chair: Nick Tolhurst
Manager: Bobbie Hodge
Musical Director: John McCaughey

The Astra Chamber Music Society is assisted
by Arts Victoria, a division of the Department
of Premier and Cabinet; the William Angliss
Trust, Diana Gibson and private donors.

ARTS  J
VICTORIA

“The Place Austraion National Acadamy of Musc

Donations to Astra Chamber Music
Society over $2 are tax deductible.

You can become a member of the Society
on payment of FULL $30 (incl gst), CONC.
$15 (incl gst). This entitles you to vote

at the Annual General Meeting.

Single ticket prices: FULL: $30, CONC: $15.
Concession includes students, low

income earners, arts workers and seniors.
Subscription (20% discount).

5 concert package: FULL $120, CONC. $60,

3 concert package: FULL $72, CONC. $36.
Subscription tickets are transferable. This means
a 5 ticket subscription enables 5 people to hear

1 concert together, or any other combination.
Whichever way you choose to use the tickets, you
receive a 20% discount on single ticket prices.
Bookings: Tel: 03 9326 5424, or

Email: astra@connexus.net.au

Program details are correct at the time of printing.

Graphic Design by Propellant.
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